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Contendroisacontender

Ahorseboughtfor£ 1provesmorethanhisworthatBuryFarm highhopesforapocketrocketafteraScope
Festival qualifier win,and a one-two-three at Crofton Manor. Stephanie Bateman reports

UGGLING two young

childrenwith alivery

businessisafeatinitself,

but to compete two
horses successfully as well
takes some doing, as Nicki
Bates knows all too well.

“Somedaysit’s like The
Krypton Factortrying to
organise everything,” says
Nicki. "My husband Michaelisa
dressageriderand we have a
12-box yard with liveries and our
ownhorsesathome.

“Michaeland Itakeitin turns
tolookafterthe kids while one
of usrides or teaches, and both
sets of grandparents are
extremely supportiveand
help alot with the children,
which enables usto carryon
doingit. It'sfull-onand takes a
lot of organising — but we love
being busy.”

It's obviously working as
Nickiwon the 1.25m Blue Chip
qualifier at Crofton Manor,
Hants (5 December) on her
nine-year-old mare Warren
Miss Contendro, followed by the
1m Scope Festival qualifier at
Quob Stables EC, Hants
(3 February)riding five-year-
old Billy Prompt.

Nicki bought both horses last
September — Billy Prompt by
Cevin Zfrom William Funnell
and Warren Miss Contendro
from Tim Stockdale.

“lused to showjump but sold
my horses to have children,and
started looking again last year
once the kids were that bit
older,” explained Nicki.

“We're local to the Billy Stud
[inSurrey] sol popped down
and bought Billy Prompt,”
she continued.

"Then Tim, with whom lused
totrainasayoungrider,
introduced me to Warren Miss
Contendro.|wanted amore
advanced horse that | could
jumpthe bigger tracks withand
Tim had jumped Warren Miss
Contendro internationally, so
shefitted the bill perfectly.”

Nicki describes the mare
as “big, scopey and powerful but
super-sensitive” and hopes to
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Juggling act: Nicky Bates and Warren Miss Contendro win the 1.25m Blue Chip qualifier at Crofton Manor

apply for bigger shows this year.

“She’s qualified for the
Scope Festivaland we'lldo
some county shows with her,”
added Nicki.

Billy Promptis also showing
promise and has qualified for
the Blue Chip discovery final.

“He hasn'ttouched a pole or
stopped winning since | bought
him,” Nicki said.

“He'sonly 15.2hhsohe’sa
little pocket rocket,” she
continued. “He won'tbe
jumping grands prix, butat the
lower levels, he’san out-and-
outwinner.He's cheeky and
almost too confident, butonce
hegetsinthering he switchesto
work mode. He knows hisjob.”

During their “three quiet
years having children”, Nicki
and Michael invested timeand
money into their yard.

“We put more stablesinanda
walker toimprove theyard,”
Nicki said. “Now we both have
some lovely horses, we're ready
togetgoingagain.”

‘Tank’ takes command
WARMBLOOD gelding Newmiln
Jamestown is paying his
owners back for putting their
faithin him,and spendingall
of £1 buying him, by winning
atshows.

The 12-year-old, 16.3hh
“tank” won the 90cm open at
Bury Farm, Bucks (21 January)
under Roxanne Britnell.

[t was Roxanne’s mother
Dawn and her brother David
who saved “James” from the
knacker's yard four years ago.

“Mum saw a post on aforum
fromalady whowas having
trouble with herhorse and had

organised the knacker manto
come and take himifnoone
wanted him,” said Roxanne, 18,
whoisin hersecond year
studying Animal Management
at Berkshire College of
Agriculture.

“Mum gotin contact with
herand arrangedtogoand
see himthe nextday. She
ended up buying him for £1
for my brother.

“He'd been kept on a big
livery yard and the routine had
really stressed him out, making
him very difficult to handle.”

Although a bit tricky to start
with, James soon settled down
athisnew home.

“Now that we've had him
forfouryears heis lovely
and wouldn'thurtafly,”
said Roxanne.

“We still have to be careful
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Roxanne Britnell pilots Barrettstown Derby to British novice victory

about what we do with the other
horsesaround himand he’son
special feed to prevent ulcers,
but heis much happier.”

Roxanne also competed
her nine-year-old part-
thoroughbred Barrettstown
Derby, who won the British
novice and was secondin
thediscovery.

“Ihad alesson with John
Whinnett, who had me collect
the horses and wait forafence
sothat they gotindeeperand
jumped higher ratherthan
flatter. | used my new technique
atBury Farm, and both horses
jumped so much betterand
eachwonaclass.”

One, two, three for Kullich
STJAMES school pupil Serena
Kullich enjoyed a successful
outing to Crofton Manor, Hants
(30January) where she
claimed afirst, secondand
third with two ponies.
Shewonthe 1.10m open
andwas second inthe Tm
openriding nine-year-old
Buddy Love and was third

inthe Tm open with seven-
year-old Connemara
Ardwholihane Bouncer.

“We got Bouncer from
Ireland lastyearand he
camefifthin the Introductory
Classic at Horse of the Year
Show and wasfifthinthe
discovery championships,”
said Serena.

“Heis very willing and quite
forward going, which | like
because he takes metothe
fences,” sheadded.

Her otherride Buddy is by
128cm jumping stallion Tiny
Timand was sourced by her
trainer Neil Fiddes.

“We got him only a couple of
monthsago so he's still quite
new to me,” Serena said. “"He
needsalot of confidence from
mewhen he’s jumping but he
feltreally good at Crofton.”

Serenaalso ownsan eight-
year-old jumping stallion by
Westside Mirah, Kilcurry Dawn.
She said: “My aim with themis
todo newcomers and Foxhunter
second roundsand jump the JC
tracks with Buddy.” H&H

BACK FROM THE BRINK

‘A horse landed on me and snapped my leg in half’

NIKKI LLOYD ended her run of seconditis when winning the 85cm
class at Petley Wood EC, East Sussex (31 January) riding her 12-year-old
gelding Zaragoza.

Shehad been placed second ninetimes, soawinwas seriously overdue.

“'ve now done my four double clears for the second round laterin the
year,’said a relieved Nikki.

“Ilboughthimonlyattheend ofthe summersowefestill arelatively new
partnership, but he’s already doing really well”

Nikki showjumped as ayoungster but gave up when shewas 15 and
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Naomi Howard-Batts

AT just nine years old, Naomi Howard-Batts is already making an
impression on the showjumping circuit.

Shehaswonthe pastfour90cm classesriding her 10-year-old, 135cm
part-bred Connemara gelding Quarry (pictured, below), whom she
recently bought from Oli Fletcher. The pair's most recent win was at
Crofton Manor, Hants (30 January), where they won the 90cm open.

“We bought the pony only in October but they've clicked straight
away,’said Naomi's mother Melanie.“She hadn’t done a 90cm until
she got Quarry, but already she's keen to move onto the bigger Tm
and 1.10m tracks”’

Despite his obvious penchantforshowjumping,Quarry hasn'talways
been a jumping pony.

“He started life as a riding school pony for the Riding for the
Disabled Association[RDA] butwas quickly spottedasatalentedjumping
pony;'said Melanie.“The Fletchers bought him and had great success
with him—hewonthesilverleaguelastyear, but Oliwas getting big for
him and moved onto horses, so we bought him.

“lcanunderstand why he was sogood asan RDA ponyas he’s super-
quietuntilhe seesajump—then his scope and power shinesthrough”

Naomi,akeen memberofthe Cowdray Huntbranchofthe Pony Club,
trains with Jo Jackson and is described as being “very gutsy, totally
fearless and completely obsessed with showjumping”

“She’s always down at the yard and if she’s not on the ponies, she’s
grooming themand plaiting them up;'said Melanie.”She’s qualified for
thePonyClubDengieWinterLeaguechampionships,andwillstartaiming
at the bigger tracks now’

returned to riding only three years ago.

“I broke my leg in April 2013 and had to have a year off;’ said Nikki,
whoisaconfectionery salesrep.”A horse landed ontop of meand snapped
my legin half.1 had to learn to walk again and the doctors said | would
never ride again”

Nikki kept herself busy getting her eight-year-old daughter up and
running on the showjumping circuit and soon found herself back in
the saddle.

“Igotback on at Christmasin 2013 and part-exchanged the horse that
broke myleg for Zaragoza, explained Nikki, who owns five horsesin total.

“llike doing the amateur classes and would love to get Zaragoza to the
Liverpool amateur finals this year”
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